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Refugee Outreach Partnership
Organizing a Welcome Backpack Drive
Many refugees arrive to this country with little more than the clothes on their backs. We invite churches, schools and individuals to help welcome our new neighbors by collecting backpacks and supplies which can be presented on your behalf by Catholic Charities at the airport. Bags can be organized as part of an educational awareness event or scheduled as a one-time collection.
Steps to collecting and donating bags and supplies:

1. Determine how many bags you are going to organize and where you will collect and store supplies (at your desk, lunch room, reception area, a specific location during an event, etc.)

2. Set the final event or date and send an informational email listing the backpack supplies and ask folks to let you know what items they will donate
3. Send a reminder email one week before the event or collection date

4. Fill the backpacks with supplies

5. Drop off bags to Catholic Charities at their San Jose office or contact us at refugee@svpc.us and we will arrange a pick up
Items for backpacks

· Standard size toiletries: soap, shampoo, wide-toothed comb & brush, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, tissues
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Pen, pencil, notebook
· Local San Jose street maps

· Small flashlight with batteries

· A roll of quarters (for use in laundromat, or pay phone)

· Small address book and planner (calendar)
· Wallet

· Small alarm clock with batteries

· Warm socks

· Stationery and stamps, or post office aerograms

· A phone card
· Public transportation (VTA) day pass tokens
· And most important, a hand-written note from you welcoming the refugee to America! 

Donate -- if you don’t have time to collect bags, and you or your group would still like to help out, you could donate the cost for the items and we will purchase and assemble the packs for you. The estimated cost for the items in a single back pack is about $50
A Yahoo Group has been set up to communicate and coordinate volunteer opportunities. If you would like to receive regular updates or more information on how to get involved, please contact: refugee@svpc.us
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