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888 N. First St., Ste. 320, San Jose CA 95112 ▪ (408) 279-0220  ▪  www.sanjosepby.org
May 9, 2011

Dear Friends:
It has become apparent that very soon there will be a significant change in ordination standards in the PCUSA.  Amendment 10-A will most likely pass in the new few days and/or weeks, and I wanted to inform you.  I know that this information will be received differently in various parts of our presbytery and across the denomination, from relief to anguish, joy to disappointment, from hopefulness to hopelessness.  It pains me that we would have such divergent feelings.  If the body of Christ is to share in one another’s joy and suffering, what happens when the body feels both?  
You should know the Council of Presbytery is engaged in conversation around these matters, and I continue to meet with concerned pastors of congregations in the Presbytery to discuss our life together.  I have also been engaged in conversations and meetings with my colleagues in other presbyteries as together we seek to better understand life in our congregations and presbyteries in the midst of change.
I have attached two documents for your information for you to use and share as you see fit.
         FAQ sheet regarding changes in Ordination Standards – This was adapted from work done by a ten executive/general presbyters/stated clerks (of whom I was one) from presbyteries across the country.
         Media guidelines – It is possible this will receive news coverage, and rather than calling the Presbytery (because they won’t know what that is) they will call the pastor of the local Presbyterian Church.  It is also likely that they will put a “headline worthy” spin on it and seek comment.  I would encourage you to consider this ahead of time, so you are prepared to respond in the event.  You are welcome to direct news media to me if you would prefer.  
In an attempt to answer questions, no doubt I have raised new ones.  I ask for a measure of patience as together we sort through the implications.  And I would also ask that we be gentle with one another as we consider our common life together.  
In this season after Easter, I am reminded that in the Gospel of John, after the resurrection, Jesus first found the disciples behind closed doors and very much afraid.  And after encountering the risen Christ, they emerged.  As we deal with changes before us, may we be guided by the peace and hope of Christ, for he has risen.  Ultimately, this is what unites us.  Not FAQs or the presbytery, but the risen Christ, who calls and sends us.  
In Christ,

Joey

joey@sanjosepby.org
 
