FELTON PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH
RETURNS FROM FOURTH TRIP TO MISSISSIPPI
After Katrina hit in August of 2005, we knew we needed to go and help with the rebuilding. Brittany Overbeck the Youth Director at Felton Presbyterian contacted the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance co-coordinator and asked where we could help. God sent us to Pearlington, Mississippi in April of 2006. Twenty eight members and friends of Felton Presbyterian, ranging in age from 14 to 64, have just returned from a fourth rebuilding trip to Pearlington. Some have been on all four trips others went for the first time. Each person on the trip came home with a life changing experience.
Brittany contacted Tom, of Mountains to Mississippi, who arranged the work details. The jobs included, electrical, flooring, carpentry, stump removal, clean up, demolition, texturing, sheet rock taping, and the list goes on. It was estimated that on this trip alone we worked on 11 different homes providing 900 + hours of labor. We worked on homes that are in the final stages of completion, homes that people are now living in, but still need just a few things done to finish them. We helped prepare a site for a Katrina Cottage. (Katrina Cottages are replacing the FEMA trailers that people are still living in.) We also worked in mucking out a home that had not been touched since Katrina came rushing through Pearlington.
A golf tournament at Valley Gardens in Scotts Valley was the only fund raiser we held. Friends, family and local businesses sponsored individuals helping them with the $800 each person paid for expenses while on this trip. The Mission Ministry Committee of Presbytery of San Jose also graciously supported us with a $1,000 gift for our second trip.
Going into this fourth trip some of us thought this might be the last one. Then we went to church on December 31st, at the First Presbyterian Church in Slidell, LA. The church has a facility with two dormitories, showers, meeting rooms, a recreation room and kitchen facilities. They provide this facility for volunteers who are coming to help rebuild their communities at no cost to the volunteers. Who says we’re not going back?
We were once again shown that there is a lot of work that needs to be accomplished before people in the Gulf Coast can say we are home at last. New homes still need to be built, homes still need to be repaired and the people in the Gulf Coast need to see that the rest of the USA hasn’t forgotten them. We know that our work has not been finished. We know that God will keep sending us back to Pearlington until He says the work is completed.

We ask you to keep us in your prayers as we begin the process of planning the next trip. That God will make it very clear when that is supposed to be and that all the pieces fall into place.

In His Service,

Gail Overbeck,

