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Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of San Jose 
 

 

Sunday, January 9, 2011 

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

The Stone Church of Willow Glen  

1937 Lincoln Avenue, San Jose 

A Winter Gathering 
Begin the New Year with food for body and soul. 

Featuring a candlelit experience of worship in the style of the TaizŽ 
Community in chanted song, prayer and meditation, and in scripture 

and seasonal readings. 

RSVP by January 3, 2011, to Claudia Hamm, (408) 356-6665 or 
jnchamm@gmail.com. 

 

 

Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of San Jose Invite All 

the Women in the Presbytery to 

An Epiphany Tea 
 ÒComeÉa nd Follow the Star Ò 

 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ÒDo not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, 

for by doing that some 

have entertained angels 

without knowing it.Ó 

Hebrews 13:2 
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There is great news in the village. A king will 
visit that night! Simon wants to make sure 
the royal procession stops at his house so he 
orders his sick, crippled wife Sarah to 
prepare a fine welcome for the honored 
guest. But the only person to knock at 
SimonÕs door is a stranger dressed in rags, 
seeking shelter. ÒYou would be well 
rewarded for your kindness,Ó he tells Simon. 
ÒI can give you the greatest gifts of all, but I 
have no money!Ó ÒBe off with you!Ó Simon 
relies rudely. ÒIÕll have no beggars in my 
house.Ó Sarah takes pity on the stranger, 
offering him food and drink and the shawl off 
her back. As he is leaving, the stranger takes 
SarahÕs walking stick, too, assuring her she 
no longer needs it. And she doesnÕt! Simon is 
stunned by the miraculous cure. Could the 
stranger have been the king is disguise? He 
must find him! Sarah is not the only one 
blessed by a gift from the Christmas stranger 
that night. Simon too is transformed as, 
journeying through the cold snow, he 
discovers the joy of giving, which is the true 
meaning of Christmas. (A synopsis of the 
childrenÕs story The Christmas Visitor 
written by Anneliese Lussert) 
 
Simon, the rich man in our story, reacted 
toward the stranger at his door as an intruder, 
not worth his time, and brushed him off with 
great scorn and hostility. His wife responded 
with hospitality and was rewarded by the 
stranger for her act of kindness. SimonÕs 
later insight that the stranger may have been 
the king in disguise was more a response to 
his own rudeness rather than a move from his 
initial hostility to hospitality. Hospitality 
becomes more apparent as he meets other 
strangers as he follows the footprints in the 
snow. Thus our scripture: ÒDo not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.Ó 

 
Have you ever had the experience of being 
the Òstranger?Ó IÕve had one. A number of 
years ago now, I was traveling in Great 
Britain with a group and we were staying in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. I began to have classic 
symptoms of a bladder infection. The tour 
leader was fairly dismissive about my 
complaints but the clerk at the hotel desk 

ModeratorÕs Column: The Chr istmas Visitor   

overheard our conversation and volunteered 
to call the clinic to see if I could be seen that 
day. Finding the clinic closed, she made an 
appointment for me for the next morning. 
Wondering how I was going to survive the 
night, there was a knock at the door. The 
desk clerk had come to let me know that the 
doctor had called back to say he would come 
to see me at the hotel. He and his wife were 
just back from a trip around the United States 
and he knew how bad it was to be ill away 
from home. He did come. He did confirm my 
bladder infection. He gave me medication to 
tide me over until morning and enrolled me 
in the National Health Service for a short 
period so I could have my prescription filled 
at the chemistÕs the next day for a total of 2 
pounds. No other charges. Now thatÕs 
hospitality both on the part of the desk clerk 
and the doctor. As a guest in their country, 
my physical needs were met, along with my 
emotional ones; they were concerned with 
my total wellbeing. I  will never forget their 
kindness. 
 
The practice of hospitality is an old one. In 
nomadic times, every stranger was seen as a 
potential enemy. Because travel was a 
dangerous venture, codes of hospitality were 
strict. Hospitality was given more from fear 
and for self-protection than from generosity. 
The guest was treated with respect and honor 
and was provided with feed for his animals, 
water for his feet, rest, and a sumptuous 
feast. The guest enjoyed protection, even if 
an enemy, for three days. To the nomads, 
hospitality was an expression of 
righteousness. A traveler entering a city and 
arriving at its center, would be invited to 
someoneÕs home and treated to the same type 
of hospitality. 
 
The dictionary says that hospitality is Òthe 
friendly and generous reception and 
entertainment of guest or strangers.Ó It is also 
an expression of love and involves sharing 
who we are and what we have. Classic 
elements are the offering of food and drink, 
shelter and rest, protection and care, 
enjoyment and peaceÉ the total wellbeing of 
the guest. But this is not something we can 
accomplish on our own. Hospitality begins 
with God in whose image we are made.  
(Continued on page 3) 
Without GodÕs grace we would not have the 
strength of commitment to live hospitably in 
a hostile world. This is our call as Christians, 
to provide an open and hospitable space 
where strangers can meet and become 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

"Emmaus House has 

seen a signif icant 

increase in the 

number of  women and 

children seeking 

assistance." 
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Without GodÕs grace we would not have the 
strength of commitment to live hospitably in 
a hostile world. This is our call as Christians, 
to provide an open and hospitable space 
where strangers can meet and become 
friends. By refusing to maintain the 
judgments that set us apart and the pressures 
that encourage us to see others as inferior, 
different, dangerous, or unworthy of our care 
we can begin the movement from hostility to 
hospitality. As strangers become friends, we 
will become aware of the gifts each of us 
have to offer, and new relationships are born. 
This is not a simple happening as in our 
story. I t is work that lasts a lifetime. We will 
slip. We will start again. We need to 
remember that the ÒstrangerÓ next to us is our 
brother or sister in Christ and that Christ 
lives in both of us. That is our meeting place. 
We are one in Christ; we are no longer 
strangers. 
 

Mysterious God, 
Why do you speak so simply? 

We ask cosmic questions; 
You say, ÒShare your bread.Ó 

The Chr istmas Visitor (Continued from page 2) 

Emmaus House has seen a signifi cant 
increase in the number of women and 
children seeking assistance and the 
facility is full. Keeping the facility neat 
and tidy is a never-ending task and has 
been made more diffi cult since the 
vacuum cleaner quit working. PW in the 
Presbytery of San Jose decided that a 
Christmas vacuum was definitely in the 
"Christmas cards" and donated a new 
bagless vacuum to help Emmaus House. 
There are ongoing needs at Emmaus 
House, as well, so if you or your Circle 
would like to collect any of the following 
items to donate to the women and 

A Gift for Emmaus House 

  

We long for truth; 
You say, ÒBefriend the stranger.Ó 
We desire to see you face-to-face; 
You say, ÒLove your enemies.Ó 

We beg for insight; 
You flash a mystery: 
We are one in Christ. 

Thank you. 
Amen. 

 
This is the meditation I shared with members 
of the Presbytery of San JosŽ as I completed 
my term as Moderator in 2004. My wish for 
all of us during the 
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany season is that 
when ÒstrangersÓ come into our lives, we will 
greet them with hospitality and loving care. 
 
May your Advent be f illed with anticipation, 
may your Christmas be filled with joy, and 
may the light of Epiphany bless you and your 
family throughout the year. 

Claudia Hamm, Moderator 

  
children at Emmaus House, your efforts 
would be greatly appreciated: 
 

¥ Towels 
¥ Paper products 
¥ Sandwich bags (also plastic wrap, 

foil, and food storage containers) 
¥ Sponges 
¥ Flashlights and batteries 
¥ Light bulbs 
¥ Toothbrushes and toothpaste 

 
For more information, contact Claudia 
Hamm at (408) 356-6665 or 
jnchamm@gmail.com. 

ÒWithout God's 

grace we would not 

have the strength of  

commitment to live 

hospitably in a 

hostile world.Ó 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 
 Mark your calendars and plan to attend 
the following Presbyterian Women 
events: 
September 10, 2011: Spend the day with 
Margaret Amar, author of the 2011-12  
Horizons Bible study on the Beattitudes 
 

¥ July 18 through 22, 2012: 
Churchwide Gathering of 
Presbyterian Women in Orlando, 
Florida. 

at San Francisco Theological Seminary. 
 

July 18 through 22, 2012: Churchwide 
Gathering of Presbyterian Women in 
Orlando, Florida. 
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At our Fall Gathering in November, 
Norma Sherman (member of Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Oakland) spoke 
about her mission trip to South Dakota. 
She sent the following message about her 
mission: 
 
"I want to thank everyone who prayed 
for me and supported my efforts. This 
trip was possible only through God's will 
and your support. This was a trip I will 
not forget. I spent the seven days 
traveling through most of the state of 
South Dakota. The Indian Reservations 
are large and there is no great 
concentration of people in any one place. 
I was surprised that in this country there 
are places that have little or no running 

A Message about South Dakota from Norma Sherman 
 

Alternative Gifts International has 
carefully selected non-profi t agencies that 
transform lives and restore the Earth. Two 
Alternative Gift choices related to the PW 
ministry in the Dakotas are: 
Preventing Diabetes with Native Foods: 
Through partnerships with Native 
American organizations, SEVA 
Foundation seeks solutions to such 
preventable chronic diseases such as 
diabetes through healthy traditional foods 
and food preparation practices. $17 
provides 5 pounds of healthy food; $33 
provides one healthy cooking class for 
tribal members 

At the September 25, 2010, Presbytery 
Meeting, the Coordinating Team of PW 
in the Presbytery of San Jose participated 
as a "walking exhibit." Our theme was 
"Making Our Mark," which appeared on 
the bulls-eye pins we wore and the 
"mark" on the thumbprint cookies we 
passed out along with information about 
PW. Distributed were Horizons 
brochures, Cents-Ability brochures and 
offering boxes, an information sheet on 

Chr istmas Gift Giving the Alternative Way 
 

Making Our  Mark at the Presbytery Mission Fair  
 

ÒThe churches are 

struggling, but  are 

strong in their resolve 

that God is in 

control.Ó 

 

 

 

 

 

ÒDisplacement into 

environmentally 

degraded lands and 

the loss of  

tradit ional farming 

methods have 

contributed to the 

chronically ill health 

of  many indigenous 

people.Ó 

 

 

  

water. The needs are great and the 
Lakota people are some of the warmest 
and most loving folks I've ever met. 
Suicide is high; there were more than 30 
deaths due to suicide already this year. 
All were young people (9 to 24 years of 
age). Diabetes is at epidemic proportions. 
Pine Ridge has the highest concentration 
of diabetes in this country. The 
unemployment rate is more than 80%, 
malnutrition is real, teen pregnancy is a 
huge problem along with teen drop-out, 
drugs, gangs, and methamphetamine 
addiction. The churches are struggling, 
but are strong in their resolve that God is 
in control and that prayer and love will 
bring them out of this period of death 
and sense of great loss."   

Equipping Tri bal Families with Solar  
Energy: Trees, Water, & People and local 
partner Lakota Solar Enterprises install 
cost-effective solar heating systems, saving 
tribal families 20-30% on heating bills. 
Also, tribal members receive training and 
over 40 are certifi ed Solar Technicians and 
can install solar heating systems in their 
communities. $20 gives one share of a 10-
day Solar Technician certifi cation training; 
$50 gives one share of a Solar Heating unit 
 
To order call (800) 842-2243 or go to 
www.alternativegifts.org. 

  

the Roma Development Project, 
Alternative Gift Fair information, 
Emmaus House brochures, and the PWP 
program calendars for 2010Ð11. The 
highlight of the event was a drawing for 
various PW items. The winners were: 
Chris Williams and Travis Hyatt (Roma 
baskets), Ted Brown (Horizons Bible 
study on Revelation), and Cille Emery (a 
one-year subscription to Horizons 
magazine). 
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The Roma Development Project is a pilot 
project with a two-phase plan. In its 
initial phase, your contributions were 
used to purchase school supplies for 
Roma school children. The second phase, 
already underway, is funding the 
establishment of a basket-making micro-
enterprise for groups of Roma women, 
thus providing them with an income-
generating occupation and a source of 
hope for them and their families. In this 
phase, mission partners in Carpath-
Ukraine help organize groups of Roma 
women for basket making, teach 
business skills, and a arrange for the 
purchase of the baskets. Women in three 
areas in Carpath-Ukraine make baskets 
as a result of PWs development efforts. 
You can order the following Roma 
baskets: 
 
Square napkin basket with ÒVÓ opening 
on one side $10 
Trivet or pad for hot dishes 

¥ 9Ó round with plain edge $8; 
scalloped edge $9 

¥ 9Ó x 12Ó oval $10 
¥ 9Ó x 13Ó rectangle $12 

Roma Baskets from the Ukraine 

In 2007, PW made a three-year 
commitment to help our Congolese 
sisters plant palm trees so that they could 
produce and sell palm oil. The profi ts 
from these plantations provide women 
with income to support their families and 
also subsidize educational programs, 
hospitals, and clinics in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). 
 
PWÕs goal was to raise $60,000 to 
purchase the palm trees. In fact, PW gave 
more than $100,000, and the fi rst 
plantations already are producing palm 
nuts! The nuts will be pressed to produce 
cooking oil for the women to sell locally. 
 

Congo Palm Development Project 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ÒThe basket-

making micro-

enterprise provides 

women with an 

income-generating 

occupation and a 

source of  hope for 

them and their 

families.Ó 

  
Bread or fruit bowl 

¥ 10Ó round with plain edge $15; 
scalloped edge $16 

¥ 9Ó x 12Ó oval with plain edge 
$12; decorative edge $13 

Vase-shaped basket with ÒVÓ pattern, 
15Ó tall $12; 18Ó tall $14 
Small cup-shaped baskets, 3Ó diameter, 
in groups of four $9 
Carry-all basket with two handles $20 
 
To order baskets, contact Kathy Angi at 
angikathy@yahoo.com. Kathy is a 
mission worker in Eastern Europe, so 
when you email your order it might take 
a day to receive an order confi rmation. 
List the items you wish to order and the 
quantity of each item. Include your 
name, address (no P.O. boxes), and 
telephone number. She will ship the 
baskets to you at the address provided. 
Kathy will inform the PW offi ce that you 
have ordered. You will receive an 
invoice from the PW offi ce that you will 
pay upon receipt of the baskets. Shipping 
from the Ukraine will run approximately 
$14 for one to six baskets. 

  

With the palm trees now bearing fruit, 
fi nancial contributions to this project will 
go toward the purchase of palm oil 
presses, bicycles to transport the oil, and 
consultants to advise the women as they 
establish their plantations. Therefore, the 
PW Palm Project has been renamed the 
Congo Palm Development Project.  
 
To contribute to the project, mail your 
contribution to: PW Remittance 
Processing, P.O. Box 643652, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3652. Specify 
ÒPW 000007Ó in the notes line of your 
check. For more information about PW 
mission efforts, visit www.pcusa.org/pw 
and click on Mission Matters. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we believe that Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery 

of  San Jose is a community of  f aith growing together to build a community of  

love, which seeks reconciliation with f amilies, congregat ions, and the world. 

In November, women from our Presbytery 
attended the Cameron House AuxiliaryÕs 
semi-annual ÒYUM CHAÓ (luncheon) in San 
Francisco. Those of us attending now know 
more about what Cameron House has 
evolved intoÑ services for Chinese 
youth/families to foster strong family and 
community ties. This current action is not far 
from Donaldina CameronÕs vision and lifeÕs 
work in setting up the Occidental Mission 
Home. She was motivated and rooted in faith 
to stop prostitution of Asian children who 
had been kidnapped from their homelands in 
the late 1800s through early 1900s. She was 
strong, surviving flu epidemics, earthquakes, 
and corruption in San FranciscoÕs city 
enforcement of laws. Presbyterian Mission 
ministry from Òback EastÓ sustained 
Cameron House (named so in 1942) 
sustained Cameron's efforts Òout West.Ó 
 
We still have sex-trafficking issues along the 

PW's History with Cameron House is Ongoing 

Our Vision Statement 
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highway that goes across South Dakota. The 
truck stops are a hazard to young women 
from nearby reservations who need work and 
can be sex abused according to Global 
Mission representative Norma Sherman at 
our PW Fall Gathering at Sunnyvale 
Presbyterian Church. PW seeks to build a 
personal link to this area. NormaÕs 
information will guide us for future contact 
and interaction. Faith is served through the 
ministry of devoted and good people who 
choose to live alongside our Lakota sisters 
and brothers. Let us pray and act with them! 
 
Presbyterian Women will continue to seek 
justice for people, particularly women, living 
dark and fearful lives. We seek, pray, and act 
for GodÕs peace and love to become known 
and lived. 
 
Linda Hagan, Vice Moderator, Social Justice 
and Peace 
 

 


